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Introduction
Black women slavery was widespread during the nineteenth century. Conditions were harsh for women living in America during that time as they were ripped of human dignity, right to own property, discrimination and segregation, denial of voting rights, income inequity, unethical medical practices and mass incarceration among other injustices. These racial and gender injustices led to the rise of black women’s fight for social reforms and women’s rights. Both Mary Prince and Frances Watkins were at the frontline in the championing of abolition of slavery and women rights. Most narratives on slavery were written during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries which were in most cases written by authors who themselves were slaves.
Mary Prince was a West Indian slave. Mary and her mother worked as a slave for Captain Darrel, shortly after her father died. She would later be hired and sold out to other white settlers to work as a slave and later as a servant. Frances Watkins was born on 24th September 1825 in Maryland, a period in which black women slavery was at its peak (Allard 2). She was a reformist in advocating for women’s rights, abolition of slave trade and women’s civil rights. She made this possible by lecturing across America during a time which women were not allowing to speak in public. She helped form advocacy organizations throughout the country which would help in the fight for equal black women’s rights. She wrote poems and other fictional works that brought to light her beliefs regarding the topic of black women slavery. Inequality between genders was the main area she focused on through many of her works. Her life was based on high moral purpose as well as individual integrity which was easily understood and appreciated by people from how she expressed herself. 
Experiences as a Black Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Mary Prince
There was widespread mistreatment of black women working as slaves in America. In Mary’s narrative, ‘The History of Mary Prince (1831),’ she described how she was physically abused while working as a slave. She wrote about many accounts of abuses that she and other slaves experienced. After Mary had ceased being a slave, Pringle took her in and offered her a job (Bos 7). He encouraged her to provide insights into her experience as a slave by telling her story. He had worked as a writer advocating for anti-slavery. Mary told her version of events to Strickland who helped in transcribing her story due to the literacy limitations she had. After the book was published, her employer, Pringle helped in editing it.
Mary was separated from her family at the age of twelve when she was sold as a slave to Captain John Ingham. Her brothers and sisters were also sold out to different owners. It is such a great pain for a mother to be separated from her young one which is the case that happened to Mary when she was separated from her entire family (McDaneld 399). At that time, it seemed that the bond between mother and child would not have a place in such a society that enforced slave brutality. Nonetheless, Mary tried hard to trace her mother and family but it was sad that she could not succeed in doing that. The effect of losing a mother was so profound on her that she thought her heart would “burst out of her chest,” as she described the experience in her narrative. She grieved and felt terror in the thought of knowing how her mother would mourn for the loss of her children. In this context, we can see that Mary not only grieves for herself but for her mother and other mother’s that may have lost their loved ones through slavery. 
Mary’s masters punished her regularly by making her work for long hours in very poor working conditions while still a child. Her masters become cruel with her and she is physically abused by being beaten. She is later sold to Mr. D., who assaults her sexually. The name of this new master was not published and was just identified as “D.” In the time the book was published, the real name of the master was omitted because he would have sued the publisher and said that the accounts of Mary's narrative were pure lies (Mellem 97). From the narrative, slave owners kept punishing their slaves for no reason at all but to rather exert power over them. Mary, as well as other slaves, were beaten using ropes, cow skin and whips for just minor offenses or no reason at all. She had developed scars on her body from the beatings and took very long to recover. 
In her narrative, she would be strip naked and hang by the wrists and be whipped with cow skin which was very inhumane. It is very shameful for women slaves to be stripped naked in front of their masters who then touch them inappropriately and whip them (Webster 437). This proves a lack of morals and civility which is sexual exploitation which causes a sadistic function among slaves. Women slaves could be raped and killed by their owners and would not risk going to jail as these slaves were considered “property” just like animals. In the narrative, Mary tells about her friend Hetty who is a mother figure to her also a slave but is pregnant (Parker 153). Hetty is beating by her master even when pregnant after being blamed for letting one cow escape. She is whipped severely using both a whip and a cow-skin. Within the same period, Hetty goes through severe labor and delivers a dead child. She is able to recover quickly from labor but her masters start beating her over and over again. Soon Hetty died and this devastates Mary greatly but other slaves are convinced that death for her was better. 
Mary is sold often from one master to another who mistreat her severally. From her narrative, she says she felt as if “it was going from one butcher to another.” The tears and cries from Mary do not change the face of the master beating her up even when she pleads for them to stop. According to Virginia (62), the manner in which Mary portrays her narrative is in the true depiction of slavery at that time which brings out the emotions and feelings of the slaves. Mary felt that she was been tortured from childhood to the time when she ceased being a slave and could now feel life in her again.
Mary Prince’s Marriage
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mary is not supposed to marry according to the English church because she is a slave. Her master, Mr. John Wood take her to Antigua, where after two years, she meets her husband after joining the local Moravian church. According to Allard (5), her husband, Daniel James is a freed slave and is black. However, they do not marry because it is prohibited by the church since they are both slaves. James goes ahead and marries Mary since he is a free man but the marriage is disapproved by her master simply because she did not ask for permission to do so. The familiar beating is done on her this time with a hosepipe. She does not have a happy marriage due to the fact that she is still a slave.
Mary is reluctant about having children as she reflects on past experiences from fellow slaves (McDaneld 401). The beatings she witnessed first-hand on Hetty still run her thoughts as is still happening. They left a psychological impression on her and would not want to go through the same. She decides to not have children who will bear the same bitter treatment from society. Slavery undermines her personal and private life. She is able to flee to England where she is treated as a free woman but still face some exclusions from society. She is not able to become truly free when in England but decides to stay there instead of returning to Antigua. This unveils that Mary had a very strong sense of resilience as well as a strong spirit. 
Frances Watkins Harper
Harper was a major abolitionist in various social issues regarding black women’s right. She advocated for the abolition of women suffrage under slavery civil rights and education for women. According to Mellem (76), Harper spear-headed women organizations persuading federal government to deal with social and moral problems experienced by women. During that time, alcohol was prohibited for women and she was the first to advocate for the amendment of the constitution to help remove that prohibition. She was gifted in poetry and used that as a tool for speaking her mind, sharing her experience as a slave and advocating her beliefs.
She lived in Maryland with her uncle after her mother had died and left her an orphan at the age of three years. Her uncle, William Watkins was a teacher and a staunch abolitionist of slavery and civil rights. Harper used to attend the same school her uncle used to teach in called The “Academy for Negro Youth” (Parker 145). William greatly influenced Harper’s religious, political and social views about the society at that time. 
According to Virginia (59), Harper was an educated slave and at age 25, she moved from Maryland to Ohio and Pennsylvania to teach. A few years later when she wanted to get back home in Maryland, she could not do so because there was a law passed by that state of not allowing free blacks entering its borders. If one was found entering the state, then he or she was threatened with enslavement. This law outraged Harper and fueled her to committing to antislavery activism. She greatly criticized the federal government of Maryland for its open and public support of slavery. She gave many lectures on anti-slavery alongside other American anti-slavery abolitionists. Since being exiled from Maryland, she traveled to Northern states and Canada to give speeches on anti-slavery while incorporated issues of feminism, and racism. She left a profound impression on her audiences who applauded her for courage in her works and as a black woman. 
She advocated for greater federal supremacy for African Americans so as to improve on their civil rights (Webster 433). From her work as well as others, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed faith in the abolishing of slave trade in all states. She also worked with white women in helping achieve women's right since she knew that having a collective protest would bring about attention from white politicians holding office in the government. That would not be the case if she had decided to run separate protests with only black women; it would not have attracted much attention from white politicians. 
Harper was a feminist and went ahead in forming feminist movements in collaboration with other women demanding equal rights to all people with an emphasis on black women. According to Harper, race superseded gender and therefore ended up advocating more on black American rights rather than women’s right (Allard 8). The reasoning is that, if there was an equity in the rights of individuals irrespective of their race, the gender would be a lesser question.
She had struggled with finding work and since being separated from her mother at an early age. In addition, she had a difficult experience trying to get back to Maryland due to racist boundaries that meant she could not settle there. The subsequent death of her husband left a profound impression on Prince and was in most cases depressed.
Importance of Poetry 
Poetry is an important aspect in our daily life in that it can give insights into the state of the author at the time of writing of the poem. Poems are quite easy to interpret and point to pressing issues the poet wants to portray. Poetry can be used to drive social reforms as was evident in the revolution in the amendment of the constitution in America that made it possible for the abolishment of slavery (Bos 19).
Poems can reach a larger audience as they are short and easier to comprehend than having to read length books which in the end can cause poor concentration on their intended audience. According to McDaneld (396), poems paint a vivid perspective of events on the account of the poet. Emotions and feelings can be felt by just reading poems meaning that the message will be relayed to the target audience as are expected.
Conclusion
Mary endures all the pain from slavery but never lost hope in being a free woman. This should be used as motivation to the tender heart as she was able at least gets to a better position to even narrate her experience and help others in the future. Her work has been used as a warning to the world on the dangers of slavery and violence on women. Harper made a great contribution to society through her narratives and poems that spoke volumes about her experiences with slavery. Society can use such tools in relaying their criticism to governments instead of causing public unrests by destruction of property and other vices. 
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